
AMH2020  U.S. History Since 1877 Fall 2021 

 

Disclaimer:  This syllabus is a guideline for the course and not a contract.  Its terms may be altered according to 

the opinion of the instructor in the best interests of the class. 

Instructor: Professor Hambel 

Email: khambel@valenciacollege.edu 

Office hours: Zoom meetings available upon request  

Textbook: The American Yawp – online textbook https://www.americanyawp.com/  

Course Description: (3 credit hours) Survey of U.S. history from the Gilded Age to the present, 

emphasizing political, social, and economic developments. We will examine topics such as 

expansion, Populist and Progressive movements, Great Depression, the World Wars, reform and 

dissent in the 1960s and the Vietnam conflict.  

 

 

Major Topics/Concepts/Skills/Issues: 
 

 

Course Content Learning Outcomes:  

 

• The United States at war 

• Reform movements 

• The nature and purposes of historical inquiry 

• The standards and practices of historical 

research, analysis, and interpretation 

• Periodization for U.S. history since 1877 

• Identification and exploration of the people, 

events, movements, and ideas that have shaped 

U.S. history since 1877 

• Social and cultural issues 

• Economic issues 

• Domestic political issues 

• The United States and global issues 

• Civil rights issues. 
 

• Recall the principal people, places, and 

events from the chronological framework of 

this course.  

• Synthesize the thematic historical influences 

that shaped the modern history of the United 

States.  

• Explain the impact of the individual, 

regardless of societal rank, as participants in 

the making of history.  

• Assess the role that diversity plays in the 

shaping of the early history of the United 

States.  

• Detect the lessons, patterns or characteristics 

from historical events to better understand 

present day happenings.  

• Interpret historical events by using 

appropriate historical methods.  

• Demonstrate competency in civics literacy. 
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Course Grading:   

The overall course grade scale is:  A=90-100%; B=80-89%; C=70-79%; D=60-69%; F<60%.   

Grade Breakdown:  

6 Module Discussion Boards (20pts each) 120 

6 Module Assignments (30pts each) 180 

Student Introductions 10 

Historians Project Part 1 30 

Historians Project Part 2 40 

Historians Project Part 3 40 

Historians Project Part 4 30 

Historians Project Part 5 (Essay) 125 

Final Paper 175 

Cumulative Final Exam  250 

                                 Total Points                        1,000 

See course schedule below for more information regarding due dates. 

**Note: you MUST withdraw yourself from the course if you do not plan to complete it. You will 

not be withdrawn by faculty. Neglecting to withdraw could affect your financial aid.   

Discussion Boards: The discussion boards have two due dates. Wednesday at 5:00 PM your 

initial post (your response to the board’s question(s) and material) is due. By Friday at 5:00 PM 

your peer responses are due. Please note that your peer responses MUST be more than “great 

post, you make a good point!” They need to facilitate discussion. A good way to do this is to ask 

a question, add on to what someone says, or offer a different viewpoint. Also, DO NOT critique 

your peers’ responses. You are to continue the conversation, not grade each other. I will add to 

the discussions boards as we go to add more context or information as needed. I expect everyone 

to be respectful of each other during class discussions and debates. Your arguments MUST 

ALWAYS be rooted in the evidence from the readings and other class materials. Never engage 

in personal attacks. You are expected to treat the professor and your classmates with respect 

at all times. The Valencia Code of Conduct will be used as a guideline for dealing with students 

acting in a manner that violates the Student Code of Conduct. Please familiarize yourself with 

the Student Code of Conduct in the current Valencia Student Handbook: 

http://valenciacollege.edu/studentdev/CampusInformationServices/.  

Historians Project: The “What do Historians do” readings not only show what historians do but 

also help you learn skills that will be used for your final paper and source essay. In the first five 

weeks of the course there will be readings that guide you through finding and using sources and 

you will complete corresponding assignments. At the end of the project, you will produce a short 

essay on your topic. For the essay you can argue why it is important to study the topic or give a 

brief overview of your topic. An example will be provided in the Historians readings.  

Final paper: For the final paper you may expand upon the topic that you picked for the 

Historians Project, or you may pick another topic that is within our course content. NOTE: if 

you are going to change it, just send me an email or Canvas message so we can ensure the topic 

http://valenciacollege.edu/studentdev/CampusInformationServices/


works. The paper needs to be a historical paper that discusses your topic in detail. See Canvas for 

more information.  

Module Assignments: Every module assignment is due on a Friday at 5:00 PM. You should only 

complete the assignment after you have reviewed ALL of the material for the module. They will 

cover information that is discussed in the entire module and the corresponding discussion boards. 

The assignments are important for they will prepare you for the final cumulative exam at the end 

of the semester. I suggest using them as a study guide and review questions that you get wrong.  

Final Exam: The final exam will be cumulative and have questions from each of the modules 

that are covered in the course. Using the module assignments, discussion boards, and weekly 

readings are a great way to study for the final. You MUST take the final during the testing 

window (see schedule below). If you fail to take the test during the testing window YOU WILL 

NOT have another opportunity to take it.  

Written Assignment Requirements and Formatting: All assignments must be typed, double 

spaced in Times New Roman 12pt font. All work must be in complete sentences and proofread. 

All paper assignments must be properly cited using Chicago format. All written work will be 

checked for plagiarism. All files MUST be submitted as a .doc, .docx or .pdf file. Other formats 

will NOT be accepted.  

***All written work is run through plagiarism-detecting software. Any instances of academic 

dishonesty will result in a zero for the assignment with no opportunity to resubmit the assignment 

for a grade. It does not matter what portion of an assignment has been plagiarized or otherwise 

cheated on – ANY portion whatsoever will result in the penalties laid out here. You are responsible 

for understanding what constitutes plagiarism and cheating, and for asking BEFORE engaging in 

any questionable activity. If you are unsure as to what constitutes plagiarism or cheating, please 

ask me for help before an assignment is due. No warnings will be given. All instances are subject 

to reporting to the Dean and are subject to further disciplinary action from the College in addition 

to actions taken by me in this course*** 

Late/Missed Work Policy: Late work is not accepted in this course. Any assignment not 

submitted by the due date at 5:00 PM will receive a zero. Extensions will be given in emergency 

situations. In case of an emergency, please contact me as soon as you are able. You can request 

an extension for non-emergency reasons, but it may be denied. I am more likely to give you a 

non-emergency extension if you contact me about your need for one day, rather than hours, in 

advance of the due date. 

Faculty/Student Communication: Be sure to check your school email and Canvas on a regular 

basis to ensure you are up to date with announcements and assignments for the course. Failure to 

check for Canvas Announcements and email messages will not be accepted as an excuse for 

missed work. Changes in the syllabus and/or schedule may be made at any time during the term 

by announcement of the professor. It is your responsibility to stay informed of any changes. As a 

student, you must check your own school email account regularly. Be sure you are writing 

proper emails and not using “text-talk”. If you run into technical difficulties, please contact 



one of the following: Canvas Help Desk: (407) 582-5600 or onlinehelp@valenciacollege.edu or 

OIT Help Desk: (407)-582-5554 

Students with Disabilities Information: Students with disabilities who qualify for academic 

accommodations must provide a Notification to Instructor (NTI) form from the Office for 

Students with Disabilities (OSD) and discuss specific needs with the professor, preferably during 

the first two weeks of class; accommodations will not be applied retroactively. The Office for 

Students with Disabilities determines accommodations based on appropriate documentation of 

disabilities. 

Please contact the office at the beginning of the course so that proper arrangements can be made. 

The OSD is located in Union West, Room 201. Email: osddtc@valenciacollege.edu Phone: 407-

582-3517 

AMH 2020: United States History Since 1877 Course Schedule 
(Note: subject to change with fair notice) 

Our due dates are always on Fridays at 5:00 PM apart from the discussion boards which have 

two due dates. Initial posts are due Wednesdays at 5:00 PM and two peer responses are due 

Fridays at 5:00 PM 

 

 

Week 1 

August 23rd – 28th  

 

• Class introductions due Sunday at 5:00 PM (will be 

used for attendance)  

• Read Course Overview and Syllabus 

• Historians part 1  

 

Week 2 

August 30th – September 4th   

 

• Historians part 2  

• Read Module 1 part 1 

• Discussion board 1  

 

Week 3 

September 6th – 11th   

• Historians part 3 

• Read Module 1 part 2  

• Assignment 1  
 

 

Week 4 

September 13th – 18th  

 

• Historians part 4 

• Read Module 2 part 1 

• Discussion board 2  
 

 

Week 5 

September 20th – 25th    

 

• Historians part 5  

• Read Module 2 part 2 

• Assignment 2  

• Historians essay submission  

 

Week 6 

September 27th – October 2nd   

 

• Read Module 3 part 1  

• Discussion board 3  

• Work on Final Paper  
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Week 7 

October 4th – 9th  

 

• Read Module 3 part 2 

• Assignment 3  

• Work on Final Paper 

 

Week 8 

October 11th – 16th   

• Read Module 4 part 1 

• Discussion board 4  

• Work on Final Paper 

 

Week 9 

October 18th – 23rd  

 

• Read Module 4 part 2 

• Assignment 4  

• Work on Final Paper 

 

Week 10 

October 25th – 30th   

• Read Module 5 part 1 

• Discussion board 5  

• Work on Final Paper 

 

Week 11 

November 1st – 6th  

 

• Read Module 5 part 2  

• Assignment 5  

• Work on Final Paper 

 

Week 12 

November 8th – 13th  

• Final Paper due Friday at 5:00 PM 

 

Week 13 

November 15th – 20th   

•  Read Module 6 part 1 

• Discussion board 6   

 

Week 14 

November 22nd – 27th   

 

 

Thanksgiving holiday  

 

Week 15 

November 29th – December 4th  

 

• Read Module 6 part 2 

• Assignment 6  

 

Week 16 

December 6th – 11th   

 

• Final cumulative exam testing window: December 

3rd – 10th at 5:00 PM  

 


